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ABSTRACT  

Introduction:ÊTheÊpresentÊlegislatorÊofÊTimorÊ-LesteÊhasÊnotÊyetÊsatisfiedÊitsÊobligatoryÊdutyÊtoÊoverseeÊ

theÊordinaryÊlawsÊprovidedÊforÊinÊtheÊconstitutionalÊtext,ÊespeciallyÊthoseÊrelatedÊtoÊtheÊconnectionÊandÊ

applicationÊofÊtheÊpolicyÊofÊpolitical-administrativeÊdecentralization,ÊinÊlineÊwithÊtheÊnationalÊconstitu-

tion.ÊÊinÊTimor.ÊLesteÊTheÊCentralÊGovernmentÊstillÊcollectsÊallÊtheÊpower.ÊInÊorderÊtoÊchangeÊthisÊsitua-

tion,Ê itÊ isÊ urgentÊ thatÊ theÊ presentÊ ordinaryÊ legislatorÊ createÊ lawsÊ onÊ decentralization,Ê soÊ thatÊ itÊ canÊ

strengthenÊtheÊexistenceÊofÊlocalÊpower,Êand,Êsubsequently,ÊtoÊreachÊdemocratization.Ê  

 

Research of Objective:ÊTheÊkeyÊorÊmainÊobjectivesÊofÊtheÊpowerÊinÊimplementationÊofÊdecentralizationÊ

isÊaÊdemocratizationÊdefendedÊofÊadministrationÊpower.ÊÊ 

 

Result of Discussion: ItÊisÊaboutÊgivingÊopportunityÊtoÊtheÊdelegationÊofÊauthorityÊtoÊlimitedÊgovern-

mentsÊandÊsocieties,ÊofÊcentralÊveryÊpositionÊdueÊtoÊtheÊadministrativeÊandÊpoliticalÊheterogeneityÊtheyÊ

have.ÊTheÊspecificÊfunctionsÊwillÊbeÊreturnedÊtoÊtheÊMunicipalities,ÊcompleteÊaÊprocessÊofÊconsultationÊ

withÊtheÊMinistriesÊandÊthenÊspecifiedÊinÊtheÊproposalÊforÊanÊorganicÊLawÊonÊLocalÊGovernment,ÊwithÊ

flexibilityÊtoÊadjustÊtheÊsubsequentÊandÊconnectedÊlegalÊinstruments.ÊTheÊapplicationÊofÊtheÊprincipleÊofÊ

democratization,ÊcanÊlimitedÊcitizensÊhaveÊaccessÊtoÊtheÊdecision-makingÊprocessÊandÊtheÊapplicationÊofÊ

municipalÊprocedures,ÊwithÊtheÊdevelopmentÊofÊtheÊcountry. 

ÊÊ 

Conclusion: InÊorderÊtoÊreachÊthisÊgoalmouth,ÊitÊisÊurgentlyÊessentialÊtoÊrealizeÊtheÊrealityÊofÊapplica-

tionÊorÊimplementationÊofÊthisÊmodel.ÊÊTheÊsovereigntyÊbody,ÊofÊanyÊkindÊtheÊOrdinaryÊLegislator,Êshall,Ê

withÊtheÊoutÊmostÊurgencyÊasÊpossible,ÊdrawÊupÊtheÊLocalÊGovernmentÊActÊ(providedÊforÊinÊArticleÊ72/

CDRTL-2002),ÊtheÊLawÊonÊtheÊDivisionÊofÊtheÊAdministrativeÊOrganizationÊ(providedÊforÊinÊArticleÊ71/

CDRTL-2002)ÊandÊtheÊLawÊonÊTerritorialÊDivisionÊ(providedÊforÊinÊArticleÊ5)Ê,ÊwhichÊalwaysÊactualiza-
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tionÊandÊupdatedÊinÊtheÊcontextÊofÊtheÊRuleÊofÊLawÊofÊDemocratic,ÊTimor-LesteÊwithÊregardingÊtoÊallÊtheÊ

lawsÊofÊNationÊhaveÊrecognizedÊtheÊlegalÊprocedureÊcitedÊbyÊ(CorteÊRealÊAG.Ê&ÊTilmanÊCB.,Ê2024).Ê 

Keywords: Decentralization; Limited Control; Democratization; in Timor-Leste.  

INTRODUCTION 

Timor - Leste is an island discovered by Europe-

ans. The first contact of the Europeans was made 

by the Portuguese, when they arrived in 1512, in 

the search or search for sandalwood and smelly, 

noble wood for the production of luxury fixtures 

and perfumery, which covered practically the en-

tire island where there was plenty of darling.  An-

other goal of the Portuguese, at that time, was, be-

sides the exploration of these honorable woods, to 

expand Christianity-Catholicism, and to formulate 

a model of administration within the Timorese peo-

ple with the memory of event and the modest peo-

ple in that ancestor during the time or epoch cited 

by (Corte Real AG. & Tilman CB., 2024). With the 

arrival of the first Governor, coming from Portugal 

in 1702, practically began the colonial organization 

of the territory, creating Timor Portuguese1. For 

much of this period, Portugal shared the island of 

Timor-Leste with the Dutch East Indies or West 

Timor, now Indonesia.  Timor-Leste belongs to the 

Archipelago of Insulinde (which means "Insular 

India"), also called the Malaya archipelago, in 

which are present sovereignties of several States, 

such as the Republic of Indonesia, the Republic of 

Philippines, the Republic of Singapore, and the 

British Community of Australia2.  

 

Decentralization is a very attractive and significant 

issue in certain countries that promote the progres-

sion of democracy3.  This happens in both particu-

lar and federal states.  In Timor - Leste, decentrali-

zation in limited authorities has not yet been imple-

mented by the Timorese State. Although there is a 

convincing Constitutional command, in line with 

the Constitution of the Democratic Republic of Ti-

mor - Leste/CRDTL-2002 (which is clearly speci-

fied in Articles 5, 71 and 72), the decentralization 

of power has not yet been the subject of the consid-

eration of the ordinary legislator.  One of the main 

objectives aimed at implementing decentralization 

is democratization4. It is a question of giving op-

portunity to the delegation of authority to local 

governments and societies, of fundamental im-

portance due to the administrative and political het-

erogeneity they have. In addition, the application 

of decentralization should provide local authorities 

with the benefits of raising own resources.  

Through decentralization, the Central Government 

can make certain budget forecasts. If after the de-

centralization process some of the sites, municipal-

ities and post administrative, especial the admin-

istration regions are unable to enjoy political and 

fiscal independence, i.e., if some places fail to 

demonstrate conditions for better autonomy after 

decentralization, these sites can survive through 

transfers of funds from the Central Government5.  

It is worth importance the role of local authorities 

in the establishment of social services and in the 

opening of possibilities, through decentralization, 

for the participation of local societies in decision-

making processes on investments in limited munic-

ipal policies.  Another aspect is that, in this process 

of decentralization, the Central Government can 

maintain a advantaged position as an executing 

agent of the fiscal control policy, in addition to su-

perintendence the administrative and national re-
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gional activities of the context in progress better 

aid in the future of Timor-Leste cited by (Corte 

Real AG. & Tilman CB., 2024) at the limited lev-

el6.                

 

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK  

United Nations General Assembly Resolution 

1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960 recognized the 

inalienable right of all peoples to self-

determination, in accordance with the principles of 

the Charter of the United Nations, providing for 

the process of independence of countries in a colony 

situation 7.  Timor -Leste was also qualified, in 1960, 

by the United Nations General Assembly as an 

autonomous territory (Resolution 1542 - XV, of 

December 14, 1960). Of this, it benefited from one 

by the Charters of the United Nations and several 

united resolutions developed the legal ones a . The 

exercise of the right to self-determination com-

prised a choice between three alternatives, as clari-

fied by Resolution 1541 - XV of 14 December 

1960 of the General Assembly, and reaffirming in 

Resolution 2625 - XXV of 24 October 1970: a) 

emergency as a sovereign and independent State; 

(b) free association with an Independent State; or 

c) integration into an Independent State. Timor-

Leste formed regime International, defined the 

United Nations norm of self-determination8 .Timor

- Leste should stay 1975, that of Lisbon. However, 

there was among the Timorese would rule the 

country, resulted in the UN regulation. In this con-

fusing picture of internal war between the 

Timorese, Indonesia invaded Timor-Leste and 

then invasion it as if it were its territory in 1976.  

With the invasion of Indonesia to Timor-Leste in-

dependent and call civil war this public opinion in 

Indonesian army and politician concept. Timor- 

Leste, in December 1975 the process of decoloni-

zation and independence was interrupted, which 

depended then on Portugal9.  Both Portugal and 

the United Nations never recognized the incorpo-

ration made by Indonesia, and considered that the 

territory maintained its legal status as a non-

autonomous territory, subsequently prevailing the 

Charter of the United Nations and the Resolution 

of the United Nations General Assembly on non-

autonomous territories (Resolution 1542 - XV, of 

14 December 1960). Therefore, Portugal remained 

a "de jure" force, that is, as an administrator power 

of the Territory, since the Timorese did not exer-

cise their right to self-determination10. 

 

Another important issue is the implementation of 

decentralization with the aim of reaching poverty 

eradication. This is also, for the Timorese State, 

one of the strategic reasons for the implementation 

of the country's national development plan in line 

with the objectives of the Timorese Constitution. 

Therefore, the interconnection between these three 

dimensions (1. Local Power 2. Decentralization 

and 3. Democratization) implies that it corre-

sponds to that urgency of the Timorese State with 

respect to the interest, on a priority scale, of the 

immediate application of decentralization in Timor

- Leste.  Talking about Local Government means 

that the State, which the Central Government rep-

resents, is aware of and aims to create subnational 

places or units within the Timorese territory itself, 

based on what is stipulated in Article 72 of the 

Constitution of the Democratic Republic of Timor-

Leste. Decentralization will bring citizens' public 

services closer together through gradual transfers 

of a series of tasks and responsibilities of the Cen-

tral Government to the new municipalities and ad-

ministrative posts that ensures the machine yes 

operation well in the administration of local gov-

ernment is fundamentally cited by (Corte Real 

AG. & Tilman CB., 2024). Phase-by-phase imple-
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mentation will ensure that there will be sufficient 

capacity at local level to address these new skills 

with adequate resource professionalism and effi-

ciency11.   

 

Municipalities and administrative posts will have 

more powers to assume the new decentralized 

functions. The ultimate objective will be for mu-

nicipalities to deal with all functions related to the 

provision of services to citizens (such as: civil reg-

istration, primary health, primary education, water 

supply and sanitation, local roads, among others), 

which are closer to them, to ensure a strong ac-

countability from the top to the base, local partici-

pation and distributive efficiency3.  Even so, de-

centralization, in general terms, encompasses ad-

ministrative and political aspects that will also be 

clearly determined through a formal legal frame-

work or through the promulgation of laws, as to 

their sphere of decentralization in specific and spe-

cific areas.  The specific functions will be returned 

to the Municipalities, Administrative Posts and 

Regions of Special Administration of the National 

Territory of Timor-Leste cited by (Corte Real AG 

& Tilman CB., 2024), through a consultation pro-

cess with the relevant Ministries in well-

functioning and then stipulated in the proposal for 

an organic Law on Local Government, with flexi-

bility to adjust the subsequent and related imple-

mentation legal instruments6.  

 

THE REVIEW OF LITERATURE  

Decentralization is a situation in which there is the 

transfer or changes of some certain powers of cen-

tral powers to new entities such as Municipalities, 

Administrative Posts, Regions Special Administra-

tion, as new centers of power, although autono-

mous.  In line with Article 1 of the Constitution of 

the RDTL - Democratic Republic of Timor-Leste, 

2002, is a democratic, sovereign, independent and 

unitary State of Duty Right, based on popular will 

and respect for the dignity of the human person4.   

Article 1 of the Constitution of RDTL talks about 

democracy, participation in popular will and hu-

man dignity, and can be considered a cornerstone 

for public authorities in the State of Timor - Leste, 

serving as the basis for fundamental principles, 

aiming to develop and interpret these concepts in 

order to realize and implementations their real ap-

plication. The intention or objective of the Local 

Authorities in Timor-Leste is merely to exercise 

some portions of power, that is,  to   promote the 

widest possible opportunity, through the central 

government,  so  that local citizens can constitute 

their own powers, in certain areas of competence, 

so that they can have access to participation in de-

cisions relating to the substantial issues affecting 

the  common interest, mainly related to the im-

portance of harmonizing and prioritizing the inter-

est of local society, theft is, to give the opportunity  

for them to act freely, in accordance with the local 

circumstances and situations they are facing12.   

 

To get to the point of fortalices the Local Govern-

ment, the most appropriate, efficient and effective 

means is for the Central Government or the Public 

Authorities to opt for a political system of decen-

tralization.  This means that the Central Govern-

ment has the duty, with full confidence, to decen-

tralize some portions of central power powers, in 

the administrative area, as well as in the political 

area, making municipalities, or regions new center 

of Power.  And the places that receive decentrali-

zation (administrative or political) will have full 

powers to freely fulfil their powers, in these areas, 

certain decentralized, without the intervention of 

the Central Government. Timor - Leste is a coun-

try in the form of the Unitary State. In order, the 
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countries that opt for this system leave the Central 

Government with many accumulated privileges 

and powers, and it usually takes decisions at na-

tional level in a generic way without considering 

the circumstances that locals face. Another weak-

ness of this unitarian system is that the decisions of 

the Central Government sometimes do not share 

with the real situation of local citizens, that is, the 

decisions do not perfectly represent the aspirations, 

but head to consider in phased with the local ca-

pacity cited by (Corte Real AG & Tilman CB., 

2024) with the need that Central Government, has 

an important role in the policy of a given commu-

nity13.    

 

Therefore, being Timor-Leste as a Unitary State 

and fulfilling it to ensure an adequate democracy, 

one of the most signifying alternatives is to realize 

the maximum possible consideration of the con-

venience in opting for the application of the politi-

cal and administrative system decentralization in 

the short term. Thus, one can perfectly realize the 

dreams of achieving development in all sectors, 

that is, to ensure the well-being of the people, rep-

resented by the real realization of the dignity of the 

human person, according to what is in accordance 

with Article 1 of the Constitution of RDTL.  It is 

essential to achieve the existence worthy of the 

Timorese citizen, prosperous both in spirit and ma-

terially. There are also advantages in other spheres 

with the implementation of the decentralization 

policy, especially in the process of delegation of 

competences. For organizations to reflect the voice 

of local people, particularly the poor, reforms in-

duced by national policies can be carried out, 

which will allow these people more space to join 

non-governmental organizations, trade unions and 

other forms of associative, with the aim of better 

understanding and influencing decisions that con-

cern them, by realizing local interests.  

 

In another direction, there is the notion of partici-

pation as a "process of delegation of competenc-

es", which means that people or groups, previously 

excluded from the decision-making process, be-

come aware of their exclusion and, as a result, start 

to participate in the political game as a way to 

modify their political and social condition14. That 

is, the notion of empowerment (strengthening of 

human empowerment) implies the awareness of 

injustices and iniquities, but, at the same time, im-

plies the belief in the possibilities of collective ac-

tion to promote change 15. The hope of updating the 

application to the decentralization policy in the 

country, in which the form of the Unitary State, 

such as Timor-  Leste, in addition to achieving 

these advantages mentioned above, also  has  an-

other objective, which is to reach or reach a more 

important point: to make citizens living in rural 

areas present and have greater possibilities to get 

out of the situation  to improve the well-being of 

the population of social inequality, marginaliza-

tion, poverty and poverty16.  

 

This is because these situations of poverty and 

marginalization are found in the peoples or citizens 

who inhabit rural areas, because they do not have 

the same opportunities for access and because they 

are geographically isolated from the center. The 

center or capital end up being focal points in the 

making of strategic development decisions, and do 

not give much importance to other locations. An-

other aspect is to prevent the Central Government 

from having excessive power. Such excessive 

power, which has sometimes been exercised in de-

cision-making, is not always reflected and repre-

sents the aspirations of the interests of local citi-

zens. Therefore, in order to avoid this marginaliza-
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tion, the solution to this situation is to promote sig-

nificant changes, giving great importance to local 

citizens, that is, to the sphere of power in each re-

gion, district or municipality17. It is about acting 

and progressing on the basis of democratization as 

a whole. Therefore, in order to reach the point of 

implementation and application, that is, by intro-

ducing decentralization in Timor-Leste, in principle 

in   legal terms, it needs to be provided for in the 

Constitution of the Timorese people, which, as 

seen, already occurs. Moreover, the Central Gov-

ernment has to be aware that the implementation of 

a decentralization policy within the Timorese peo-

ple corresponds to the common sense of the people 

or the State in the realization of democracy based 

on the fundamental principles of the constitution of 

RDTL-2002, so us the key point actualization, 

2024.  

 

In other words, the implementation of this decen-

tralization policy is a concrete way of requiring a 

provision to be given more significant importance 

in terms of its implementation. The dimension of 

mutual understanding throughout the territory of 

how decentralization is introduced into reality is 

required, that is, in the operationalization of decen-

tralization in the contexts of heterogeneity by the 

Timorese people themselves. Therefore, in order to 

achieve a desirable reach for the Timorese people 

to enjoy the fruit or result of this application or im-

plementation of dignified decentralization, it is up 

to the Central Government to consider the most 

acute and determining issues of this application, as 

well as to   reflect on the issue of the regional di-

mension or geographical extent,  on cultural diver-

sity,  on the imbalance of funding resources in cer-

tain places, on the imbalance of natural resources, 

on the imbalance of human resources,  on social 

inequality,  and also  on the issue of poverty eradi-

cation.  It is necessary to quickly update these 

dreams of decentralization within the Timorese 

people, because, in fact, there is a concern of the 

Timorese State to get out of poverty as soon as pos-

sible, and this decentralizing policy is one of the 

most appropriate means. That is, it is the applica-

tion of a measure in three natures with different but 

interconnected dimensions: local power, decentrali-

zation and democratization. Usually, when we talk 

about decentralization, directly or indirectly we talk 

about these three important points, linked, insepa-

rable or inherent. 

 

If the State or Central Government reaches a deci-

sion on decentralization, this means removing some 

portions of central power and placing them in new 

centers that are considered as branches of central 

power spheres. This new Power Centre can be con-

sidered as in accordance with Article 5 of the Con-

stitution of the Democratic Republic of Timor - 

Leste.   In this aspect related to democratization, 

the reduction of national sovereignty means giving 

some portions to the local government. A power of 

absolute sovereignty of the Unitary State in certain 

matters, politic or dilutive, would be confronted 

with decentralization, so that local authorities can 

determine their decisions. This happens and can be 

accepted due to the local public authorities gaining 

power due to political pluralism and popular sover-

eignty, that is, as a result of the democracy that is 

enshrined in Article 1 of the Constitution of the 

Democratic Republic of Timor - Leste.  Poverty for 

the Timorese people is not a new story, because 

this situation of misery, illiteracy, marginalization, 

social, local and regional inequality, hunger, and 

other aspects of life that take away their dignity, 

are situations that were already rooted within the 

Timorese for centuries.  That is why, after the inde-

pendence of the country, on 20 may 2002, perhaps 
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the most prioritized and urgent dream for the State 

Timor-Leste to consider and put in the implemen-

tation practice that can improve the lives of citi-

zens who would get out of this situation just now, 

as soon as possible in the context of nation actions 

cited by (Corte Real AG. & Tilman CB., 2024). 

 

RESULT OF DISCUSSION 

The eradication of poverty is a common goal, as it 

draws a lot of attention and attracts concern in the 

international dimension. The eradication of pov-

erty has always been an international platform in 

all countries of the planet, as well as having in in-

ternational institutions, especially the United Na-

tions, inspired by the Universal Declaration of 

Rights years. The issue of Human Rights or Fun-

damental Rights has perhaps the deepest and most 

important meaning in the dignity of the human per-

son, which is the concern of the international com-

munity. Hence the fight against poverty.  Thus, 

Article 6 talks about the Fundamental Objectives 

of the Timorese State. In the "e" point, it is intend-

ed to promote the building of a society based on 

social justice, creating the material and spiritual 

well-being of citizens. In order to achieve this goal 

of "the material and spiritual well-being of citi-

zens", the responsibility of the Timorese State be-

comes to rid the people of the situation of pov-

erty18.  

 

Also in the Timorese Constitution, regarding the 

fundamental principles, it is worth emphasizing 

mainly what is enshrined in Article 1, on the digni-

ty of the human person. Therefore, it is clear that, 

in order to be a worthy Timorese citizen, it is natu-

ral that you are in a comfortable situation and have 

a high standard of living, which means that you 

cannot be marginalized situation before society 

because of the condition of poverty. Thus, related 

to this situation, one of the objectives of the 

Timorese State is the acceleration of development 

through adequate planning, that is, based on the 

fundamental principles of the Timorese constitu-

tion, and one of the important goals is the imple-

mentation of decentralization is one of the closest 

strategies to the objectives in the fight against pov-

erty, social inequality,  illiteracy, marginalizations, 

health, housing, education, information, hunger, 

lack of employment, poverty and corruption. in 

Timor - Leste.Therefore, there is the prediction of 

the implementation of decentralization. As a result, 

the Timorese Central Government must consider 

the main points such as democratization and the 

enlargement of local power in all municipalities, 

with the aim of creating opportunities for the peo-

ple to change the way they live, in order to achieve 

a dignified life, which is largely related to their 

own decision-making,  mainly in solutions to real 

problems, with regard to the issue of safety and 

social assistance (Article 56), health and nutrition 

(Article 57), housing (Article 58), education and 

culture (Article 59), information (Article 40), job 

opportunity (Article 50), which are central points 

that the Constitution itself requires the public au-

thorities to carry out. Therefore, all this comes pre-

cisely to achieve the eradication of poverty in the 

peoples under way on future4.  

 

The principle of interpretation, with regard to the 

fundamental principles of the Timorese constitu-

tion, must be attentive to the preamble to the Pre-

amble to the Timorese Constitution, which, in the 

penultimate point, says establishing the essential 

rules of pluralist democracy, with a view to build-

ing a just and prosperous country and developing a 

solidarity and fraternal society. Also, according to 

Article 1, we seek to achieve a dignified life for 

the Timorese citizen, which is also reflected in oth-
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er articles of the Timorese Constitution, such as the 

promotion of the building of a society based on 

social justice, creating the material and spiritual 

well-being of citizens (Article 6). The Timor-Leste 

Government’s overall vision of decentralization is 

the establishment of a strong, adequate, democrat-

ic, efficient and effective Local Government. With 

sufficient human and financial resources to enable 

local governance institutions and contribute to the 

achievement of Timor-Leste development objec-

tives, in accordance with the fundamental princi-

ples established in the Timor-Leste Constitution.  

Under Article 71(4) of the Constitution of the 

Democratic Republic of Timor-Leste/RDTL-2002, 

and also of Government Decree No. 2/2003 of 23 

December, regarding the Organic Statute of the 

Ministry of State Administration, considering the 

current needs, the Central Government may pro-

pose to establish some preliminary technical pro-

posals, consistent with  constitute a single stratifi-

cation that will be roughly corresponding to the 

current municipalities and administrative post divi-

sion; and make a bill should include criteria for the 

establishment of new municipalities in the future is 

fundamental thinking innovative and created more 

jobs in local power cited by (Corte Real AG & Til-

man CB., 2024).   

 

However, considering the current situation of lack 

of human resources and experience at the local lev-

el, the choice for municipalities is preferable in the 

short and medium term. It is intended that adminis-

trative and territorial reform be introduced in all 

municipalities at once, while the local government 

reform process (functions and funding) is intro-

duced according to a phase-by-phase implementa-

tion agenda. This will allow ministries to provide 

sufficient technical support to the new units, as 

well as to ensure more flexibility in terms of the 

necessary modifications and adaptations in a possi-

ble changing environment during the initial phase. 

the preservation of ethnos linguistic homogeneity 

and local cultural identity; a balance of potential 

and resources for development; and also, an ad-

ministrative center, allowing reasonable access to 

the Municipal Assembly and municipal services, 

by the option, with a minimum level of efficiency 

of the administration and the provision of services.  

The Assembly, in the Municipality, can be consid-

ered, then, a legitimate body that represents the 

voice of the local people, when deciding all matters 

related to their interest. Therefore, there should be 

a prediction that each Municipality will be consti-

tuted by a Municipal Assembly. The Assembly 

will be a corporation with legal personality to be 

defined by law. The Municipal Assemblies will 

consist of representatives directly elected by the 

local people.  In the case of direct elections, the 

boundaries of the municipalities will be used as 

determinants of the constituency for municipal 

elections. To avoid the preparation and execution 

of another electoral process, it is recommended 

that there be joint municipal elections. The munici-

pal assembly constituted has the obligation to pre-

pare, in its first moments, its internal rules, which 

will be used as a guide for the operationalization of 

its work. The measures for the composition of the 

Assembly of Municipalities, in detail, that is, the 

precise modalities for the elections of the President 

to the Chamber, the Spokesperson and the mem-

bers of the Municipal Assembly, as well as their 

remuneration, will be determined by law, through a 

consultation process, in order to provoke a situa-

tion of wide debate. The City Council and its sec-

tors will have their own administration, under the 

control of the Assembly. The Sector Departments 

will need supervision of the Municipal Assembly, 

together with the respective Ministries of the Cen-
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tral Government. The issue of the involvement of 

the Central Government in the control of these de-

partments means a reflection of the act of recon-

centration, because the Central Government has 

the duty to promote and assist the municipalities, 

especially regarding financing, the main support 

offered to municipalities all national territory 

weekly under way in process development of na-

tion cited by (Corte Real AG & Tilman CB., 2024)
5. 

 

More specifically with the relationship, it is antici-

pated that, at ministerial level, the Ministry of 

State Administration and Financials Planning 

(MAEOT) will necessarily have to change the at-

tributions of important functions related to the pro-

vision of these municipal services. One of the most 

important issues is the issue of funding. For this, 

the fairest is to be assumed by the MAEOT, since 

there is more proximity to these functions, increas-

ing the possibility of cooperating with the Ministry 

of Finance, the Ministry of National Planning and 

other several relevant Ministries, in coordination 

of the Municipal financial system, including the 

design, calculation and management of subsidies 

to be transferred to municipalities, as well as the 

definition of the allocation of municipal revenues 

and fiscal supervision. Specifically, the role of the 

MAEOT will be to monitor compliance with the 

law and regulatory framework by municipalities; 

monitor the financial management of municipali-

ties; initiate judicial and administrative proceed-

ings if the municipalities do not comply with or 

contradict national policy; provide or agree general 

support, training and advice for municipalities to  

comply with or not contravene national policies; 

support assemblies in the management of city 

council administration staff; coordinate with the 

Ministry of Finance and other Central Departments 

the design and management of a fiscal decentrali-

zation framework; make the connection and  other 

Ministerial Departments on behalf of the Munici-

palities; in general, ensure the development of 

global national policy, a legal and regulatory 

framework to support  decentralization and effec-

tive and democratic local government for the pur-

pose of the common good3.   

 

The municipalities must establish a close connec-

tion with the hamlets/ suco authorities. The Munic-

ipal Administration should act in coordination with 

the authorities of the government structures lower 

than local in administrative aspects, in addition to 

allocating and supervising the execution of the 

funds available to these structures. The Municipal 

Assembly must ensure coordination with the au-

thorities of the lower structures that bring the citi-

zen closer to the planning and execution of munic-

ipal budgets. The Assembly must also ensure that 

suco authorities are consulted in advance before 

making decisions with direct implication to the 

population. The financing measures for the Munic-

ipalities and the division of the allocations of reve-

nue strata by the government strata will correspond 

to the new division of functions between the Cen-

tral Government and the Municipalities. This is set 

in Article 55 of the Timorese Constitution, which 

deals with the contribution of citizens, as they are 

obliged to prove their income to the tax man. Also, 

within the competence of the government in rela-

tion to the collection of revenue, article 115 of the 

Constitution is articulated, no. 1, letter and, the 

regulation of economic activities, and also in line 

with the letter i of paragraph 1 of the same article, 

it is spoken in the direction of the social and eco-

nomic sectors that is basic foundation of life the 

populations of the State6.       
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The involvement of these articles in the National 

Parliament, as the Timorese Legislative Body, re-

sulted in Law No. 3/2003, on Taxation of Contrac-

tors of Bayu-Undam (the exploration of Oil in the 

High Seas of Timor, in the Bayu-Undam)19.  and, 

moreover, in Law No. 4/2003, on the development 

of the Timor Sea (Tax Stability)20. It is to be con-

sidered that this tax income is very significant for 

national revenue. This collection subsidizes 80% 

of the General Budget of the Timorese State.  It 

should be noted that, in relation to the way munici-

palities are established, the Central Government 

has the duty to ensure the process of the operation 

of the operation of municipalities. Then, the Exec-

utive or Central Government and the Timorese 

Legislature should consider organizing through the 

Ordinary Laws and Decree laws (these by the Cen-

tral Government), Tax Laws for municipalities, for 

the purposes of own collection, that is, to have 

their own conditions to sustainable in local devel-

opment, is very important to continue invested in 

agriculture sector and relevant ministerial cited by 

(Corte Real AG & Tilman CB., 2024).     

     

CONCLUSION 

The Timor-Leste is a country with Unitary status, 

characterized by the size of the territory, its de-

mographics, strategic and geographical role, a non-

complex system of political and financial depend-

ence between governmental, non-governmental 

and multilateral spheres, the existence of various 

paths for the provision of public policies and large 

inter- and intra-municipality disparities. Therefore, 

with the application of the principle of democrati-

zation, local citizens can have access to the deci-

sion-making process and the implementation of 

public policies, with the development of the coun-

try.  To accelerate this development, it is urgent to 

open a space as wide as possible in the sphere of 

democratization of the territory, through a method-

ical implementation of decentralization stages, in 

order to create opportunities and spaces more ad-

vantageous so that local citizens can have a voice 

in decision-making and concrete participation in 

the development of the country. In order to reach 

this goal, it is urgently necessary to realize the re-

ality of application or implementation of this mod-

el. To this end, the sovereignty body, that is, the 

Ordinary Legislator, must, with the out most ur-

gency possible, draw up the Local Government 

Law (provided for in Article 72/CDRTL-2002), 

the Law on the Division of the Administrative Or-

ganization (provided for in Article 71/CDRTL-

2002) and the Law on Territorial Division. The 

Central Government has to show its ability to fulfil 

its responsibility, to calculate and forecast its own 

budget in the General State Budget (GSB), for the 

purposes of financing the appropriate implementa-

tion of the implementation of the development pro-

gram in general and especially health and educa-

tion are important pillars fundamental of the Gov-

ernment role in the implementation of progress and 

development sustainability cited by (Corte Real 

AG. & Tilman CB., 2024) of the decentralization 

of municipalities, administrative posts and regions 

of special administration in the national territory of 

RDTL or the island of Timor - Leste21.        
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