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ABSTRACT 
 
Introduction: In the constitution article 59.° it is written there that all citizens have the right of access 

to education, the  State must preserve and convert education with dignity, young people do not give im-

portance to school, to the insertion of citizens' participation in education, thus, education is the pillar of 

the development of society, culture is the identity of one self  the country's identity, the number of usag-

es and customs stored by the ancestors in the generation that establish the rules that fit into the values 

of such a fundamental culture.  

 

Research Objective: It is to combat the existing disputes in Timor-Leste society about Education and 

Culture itself and reveal the importance of Education in our current Society.  

 

Research Methodology: We used the documentary research method, i.e., the deductive method in which 

the data were collected through bibliographic references (books, articles publications, research gate 

site, access to internet line, etc.).  

 

Conclusion: The law on the basis of education represents a decisive step towards the establishment of 

a legal framework for the organization, regulation and development of the education system arising 

from the profound changes that the country has undergone since its independence. Consecration in ac-

cordance with the constitution of the Republic and the Law.  Equality and opportunity and the separa-

tions of economic, social and cultural inequalities cited by (Corte Real AG & Babo Soares DC., 2024), 

official site https://www.ajmcrr.com. 
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Introduction 

The application of legitimate norms during the con-

struction of the State, verifying a significant pro-

cess in the Constitution, of a legal system and of a 

broader State committed to the values of the Com-

position. However, the process of state-building 

requires at least two more decades in the imple-

mentation of the institutions, norms and values 

contemplated by the Constitution of Timor-Leste. 

The creation of a constitution reflects the values 

and beliefs that can be perceived at various times. 

For example, when state officials are sworn in, the 

oath they take as includes a promise to uphold le-

gitimate principles, and when the national parlia-

ment considers new laws, they have to assess 

whether the lawmaking violates the constitution 

under Article 20, no. CRDTL 2. Constitutional law is 

a special branch of domestic public law that pre-

supposes the correct understanding of its specifici-

ties, especially as a normative statute of the public. 

This means that it is not a question of law which 

seeks to regulate legal relations between individu-

als and political authorities or between States and 

entities with legal personality. In other words, this 

law does not regulate legal relations, but also regu-

lates the functioning and organization of a demo-

cratic rule of law in each country.  

 

The principle of the dignity of the human person 

recognizes the intrinsic worth of each individual 

and states that all persons should be treated with 

respect, equality, and freedom. For this reason, 

there is also talk of the protection of human rights 

and the search for a just and inclusive society, re-

gardless of personal characteristics.  Whereas the 

principle of the rule of law is a huge achievement. 

It emerges as one of the main results of constitu-

tionalism and liberalism, the firm expression of the 

opposition to the previous political system, which 

is why the contemporary state was also founded. 

Doctrinally, the Rule of Law is a legal limitation of 

public power according to the set of rules that are 

strictly stipulated to the State itself. In this way, the 

principle of the Rule of Law will be opened to the 

State society beyond its obvious application in the 

domain of the State mode of action in power of: the 

protection of fundamental rights, as well as the var-

ious limitations in the mode of action of power in 

its relationship with the national and international 

citizens living in the democratic country. 

 

The principle of equality also essentially requires 

that individuals meet before the law, that is, the law 

that arises through the legal order, all are equal in 

their position with regard to the ownership of rights 

and duties. These principles are divided into three 

dimensions, which are: the arbitrary prohibition, 

the prohibition of discrimination and the obligation 

to differentiate. In relation to the arbitrary prohibi-

tion, it means that the inadmissibility of differentia-

tions of treatment devoid of any reasonable justifi-

cation, (in agreement objectively and constitution-

ally), this means that the equal moment for clearly 

unequal situations. As for the prohibition of dis-

crimination, it talks about the illegitimacy of differ-

entiations between individuals based on merely 

subjective categories, according to Article 160, n. 

The 2. The obligation of differentiation refers to the 

duties of public authorities that, in the face of the 

inequality of the existing fact of society (physical, 

economic and cultural), all of this must respect the 

rules applied cited by (Corte Real AG & Babo Soa-

res DC., 2024).  

 

Education Concept  

The Composition of the Democratic Republic of 

Timor-Leste, in its article 59.0, assigns to the State 

the creation of a public system of universal basic 
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education, compulsory and, to the extent possible, 

free of charge. They must also guarantee to all citi-

zens the right and equal opportunity for education 

and professional training in scientific research and 

artistic creation access to the highest levels of edu-

cation, scientific research and artistic creation, in 

addition to the right to cultural enjoyment and crea-

tion, as well as the duty to preserve, to defend and 

enhance cultural heritage. Education is an im-

portant transformative instrument, since its primary 

function is to allow the renewal of society, assum-

ing a role of continuous movement of changes in 

its structure and allowing a reflection on itself and 

consequent making of important decisions regard-

ing its future. 

 

Philosophy Perception  

Timor-Leste's ancestors lived in a strong culture, 

but there are differences in geography and tools for 

cultural beliefs, through the many cultural identi-

ties where in Timor-Leste they show that they have 

one strong culture and only one identity. Culture is 

the process that can connect all people in life, a so-

ciety, but especially the same society and culture. 

Through the culture, people got to know each other 

and created good relationships and lived in com-

munity and also worked together. Article 590, n.1 

of the CRDTL said that the country should recog-

nize and ensure that all citizens have the right to 

Education and Culture and, in n. Article 5 also said 

that everyone has the right to cultural enjoyment 

and creation, as well as the duty to preserve, defend 

and enhance cultural heritage. According to Fran-

sisco Urbano dos Santos, as a newly independent 

nation Timor-Leste has numerous properties for the 

construction of its State and therefore the response 

to meet the demands of traditional cultural devel-

opment has been less visible, the traditional preser-

vation such as its dances, music, traditional uses 

and customs. The culture model is very important 

for generations to follow what their ancestors leave 

us to follow because it is the culture of Timor-

Leste at the origin of respecting and cultivating in 

the constructive value of future generations cited 

by (Corte Real AG & Babo Soares DC., 2024).  

 

Democratic Rule of Law 

The Democratic Rule of Law was defined in Arti-

cle 10 of the CRDTL, which states, Timor-Leste is 

a Democratic Rule of Law. A State that claims to 

be a Rule of Law, precisely in its modern concep-

tion, is a Constitutional State, that is, a State that is 

based on the Structure that regulates all public 

powers, gives to the State norm and to the acts of 

the political powers, the legality of administrative 

activity and the guarantee of the fundamental rights 

of the individual. There are three elements of the 

state, namely: people, territory, and political pow-

er. The first element of the people is the set of sub-

jects, citizens or nationals of each State, that is, 

linked to a certain State by a legal bond of nation-

ality, that is, the population of the State considered 

under the purely juridical aspect, being constituted 

by a group of persons or entities in their integration 

into certain States. The second element, which is 

territory, is defined as an area of space delimited 

by borders based on a relationship or property, that 

is, it integrates the land territory, the air territory 

and the maritime territory. The third element is po-

litical power, which is defined as the faculty of a 

people, that is, the set of organs that are instituted 

form and manifest a will attributed to the State and 

its citizen cited by (Corte Real AG & Babo Soares 

DC., 2024).   

 

Research Objectives: Thus, it is to combat the ex-

isting disputes in Timor-Leste society about Educa-

tion and Philosophy in the preservation itself and to 
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reveal the importance of instruction in our 

Timorese society in the usual custom and changing 

with reality.  

 

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 

The impact of education in the context of Timor-

Leste's Democratic Rule of Law is informal educa-

tion, education is not limited to the capacity of the 

human person, to transmit to students, to empower 

knowledge through formal education. In this way, 

the public and private educational institution has a 

great mission in the integral individual form of citi-

zens in the modern era of today. However, in the 

national territory the great problems that parents 

and parental powers have encountered about edu-

cation itself is not to give the importance of educa-

tion towards children to ensure the future of educa-

tion. Therefore, education is the key to the human 

development of each of us, to have a little 

knowledge when we guarantee access to free edu-

cation, because education is the basis of the central 

right of the human person in the modern age of 

digital technology, cited by (Corte Real AG & Ba-

bo Soares DC., 2024).  

 

According to the annotated constitution, the law on 

the basis of education, the right to education is ex-

pressed by a permanent formative action aimed at 

promoting the development of personality, social 

progress and the decentralization of society. This 

means, education requires to do action through 

training and to make information to citizens how to 

access education in an appropriate way. In fact, 

society still lacks training on the importance of ed-

ucation, so they have not supported their children 

to have access to education for reasons of cultural 

achievement and the impact of the family econo-

my, so it can minimize social progress in accessing 

education. The impact of education is extensive, it 

is the impact on fighting poverty, reducing vio-

lence, guaranteeing access to other rights, strength-

ening democracy and citizenship, in addition to 

contributing with information. Most of the children 

and young people did not have access to education 

because of financial crisis, so they lost their right to 

education, even though the law was written that all 

citizens have the same rights to education training 

by the public school and freeway, but some citizens 

who are in rural areas also lost access to school be-

cause of the lack of school infrastructure still ham-

pers in the continuing education process at the Ad-

ministrative Post Maubisse Municipality of Ainaro 

cited by (Corte Real AG & Babo Soares DC., 

2024). 

 

The impact of culture in the context of the Demo-

cratic Rule of Law where Timor-Leste adopts cul-

ture as a social practice reiterated in coexistence 

and is mandatory. In accordance with Article 2, 

paragraph 4, he said that the State recognizes and 

values the customary norms and usages of Timor-

Leste that do not contravene the constitution and 

legislation that deals especially with customary 

law. That is, culture is the identity of the Timorese 

people at the beginning of generations of ancestors 

until today, that is, it is the traditional custom that 

always exists in our nation; therefore, the State rec-

ognizes and values these norms to regulate citizens 

within the country. Culture and custom are im-

portant in community life in Timor-Leste, in the 

different ethnic groups that exist in Timor, each 

language and its customs are used according to the 

beliefs in animism from the past in the long run, in 

the time of colonization and in the time of inde-

pendence culture is the identity and stability of the 

Timorese people. When talking about the model of 

education in the Democratic Rule of Law in Timor-

Leste, it is based on an inclusive vision for special 
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education in Timor-Leste. The purpose of inclusive 

education is the way to include all children with 

special needs and their families through strategies 

and actions to achieve outcome and progress for 

children in special education. 

 

The importance of education in this context still 

does not guarantee sustainability in the area of 

qualified human resources in specific vocational 

training, because the key to education is to train 

and qualify resources. On the other hand, the State, 

through the Ministry of Education, must guide edu-

cation in the national territory to sensitize the infor-

mation to parents about the main objective of edu-

cation for children and students. Nature and culture 

are two distinct from reality. Nature is the given 

world, made up of all that exists before man's inter-

vention and that is placed at his disposal as a gift to 

the divine creation. Principles, on the other hand, is 

the constructed world, the environment superim-

posed by Man on Nature, the set of things on which 

it projects its spirit, places significant intentions 

and embodies values. The phenomena of nature 

develop in a non-historical way, subject to natural 

laws, while the life of culture is inserted in history 

sensu stricto, that is, in the process of human hap-

pening, rooted in the free self-determination deci-

sion of the spirit, subject to cultural laws, of an axi-

ological or theological character. This means that 

nature and culture are distinct from the reality that 

exists before man, it is a divine creation, that is, the 

set of things and spirit that by natural and cultural, 

which still exists in Timor-Leste cited by (Corte 

Real AG & Babo Soares DC., 2024).  

 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY  

We use the method of literature review or deduc-

tive methodology, the references reading of the au-

thors of the books in the library, scientific journals, 

research in the field, through the internet that gives 

the opportunity to access the articles and national 

and international newspapers on google school, line 

research door and the ideas, opinions of our jurists.  

 

RESULT OF DISCUSSION  

The considerations explained are based on: first, 

the Constitution of the RDTL; government pro-

grams; strategic plans; the Basic Law of Education 

and regulations; and national and development 

partner reports; and according to statistical data 

from the Ministry of Education, the Directorate-

General for Government Statistics and the 2010, 

2015 and 2022 Censuses; and finally, the insights 

of six policymakers. The country needs to develop 

an educational system, unified and flexible to re-

spond to the national reality, in order to allow every 

citizen to obtain a space for development according 

to his will and capacity. It also needs a public edu-

cation system of recognised quality as well as a 

system that reinforces cultural, historical and herit-

age identity. Considering that education is a funda-

mental right of citizens and that it is the responsi-

bility of the State to guarantee and promote access 

for all to the different levels of the education sys-

tem, and taking into account that it is the duty of 

the State to pay special attention to the education of 

minors and to promote and develop the Timorese 

culture cited by (Corte Real AG & Babo Soares 

DC., 2024).  

 

In Timor-Leste the education in antiquity and mod-

ern have great differences like this, education in 

antiquity most citizens do not have access to educa-

tion because of war, do not have the clothes to wear 

to school, lack of school supplies and then lack of 

classroom, lack of teachers and people still did not 

know that the model of education is good or bad 

because they have less knowledge about education,  
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Modern education everyone knows that the educa-

tion model is capable of everyone to access be-

cause in the urban area there are classrooms there 

are teachers it has complete facilities even if in the 

rural area it still does not have the facilities of edu-

cation, it can be access through electronics for ex-

ample television, radio, internet etc, despite this 

people know education is more important of each 

one,   and they have already known that everyone 

has the right to education, because it is written in 

our constitution and the State provides some decree 

laws to ensure education and culture. Thus, the ed-

ucation system is provided for in Article 59 of the 

Constitution of the RDTL assigns to the State the 

creation of a public system of universal, compulso-

ry and, as far as possible, free basic education. It 

also states that the State recognizes and supervises 

private and cooperative education. The Basic Law 

guarantees all citizens the right and equal opportu-

nities for education and vocational training, access 

to the highest levels of education, scientific re-

search and artistic creation, as well as the right to 

cultural enjoyment and creation, as well as the duty 

to preserve, defend and enhance the cultural herit-

age in our country.  

 

The educational system is the set of means by 

which the Right to education is implemented, 

which is expressed by the guarantee of a permanent 

formative action aimed at favouring the overall de-

velopment of the personality, social progress and 

democratization of society, that is, The educational 

system developed through diversified structures 

and actions, that is,  It promotes the development 

of a democratic and pluralistic spirit, respectful of 

others, their personalities, ideas and individual life 

projects, open to the free exchange of opinions and 

to the realization. In Timorese they are divided into 

two parts, however they are system of Public 

Schools and system of Private Schools, so the Pub-

lic Schools is for all citizens of free access in the 

state create the school to ensure quality for Nation-

al progress, But the private school is obligatorily to 

pay per month or per semesters,  because the 

schools are made by Catholic institutions or 

schools, therefore, they are obliged to pay for 

months and for semester of each school year cited 

by (Corte Real AG & Babo Soares DC., 2024).  

 

Our vision is that all Timorese children should go 

to school and receive an education of qualities that 

give them the knowledge and qualifications that 

will allow them to lead healthy and productive 

lives, actively contributing to the development of 

the nation.  Education is the duty of the State and 

social reality to the control of the law, which en-

shrines it as a right of all and a duty of the State 

and the family, as the triple function of ensuring 

the full realization of the human being, begins in 

the context of the Democratic Rule of Law and 

qualifies it for the world of work. At the same time, 

education presents a mechanism for individual per-

sonal development, as well as for the society in 

which the individual is inserted. The right to educa-

tion is achieved through effective training through-

out life, with a view to consolidating a free, respon-

sible and democratic life, aimed at respecting hu-

man dignity, promoting the development of person-

ality and individual enhancement based on merit, 

equality of opportunity and the separation of eco-

nomic, social and cultural inequalities. 

 

The impact of education for culture in Timor-Leste 

so, education is a pillar to development for social 

progress, therefore, most of the Timorese peoples 

have culture because culture is the identity of the 

country and communal life, that is, culture is the 

roots of men, when they knew education is more 
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important then they support their children from 

access to education to achieve social progress,  

Most in rural areas the young people drop out of 

schools because of culture break even though they 

knew education is more important but it gives pri-

ority to culture because their parents only do cul-

ture until they forget to give their child school, for 

the communities in the mountain most of the chil-

dren do not access education because of less the 

ease of school,  Sometimes the school is far from 

home, the children have never been to school, 

quality issues are also a major challenge and stu-

dent learning outcomes remain a major concern. 

Education is important for all men on earth and 

how it socializes culture, knowledge, and values. 

Culture, morals and ethics must be transmitted 

from generation to generation and such diffusion 

of knowledge takes place within the school. The 

school is a place to teach the fundamental ethnic 

skills in a globalizing dimension, but this should 

not be considered the only social institution capa-

ble of giving moral lessons and educating citizens, 

without the contribution of the parents of students 

who attend school with the established assignment 

cited by (Corte Real AG & Babo Soares DC., 

2024).  

 

The democracy of a country is made effective by 

popular participation in political, social, and educa-

tional issues. Participation can be representative, 

either right-hand or right-handed.  In this perspec-

tive, the exercise of citizenship guarantees and le-

gitimizes the democracy of a country, this exercise 

occurs in the most diverse ways at the most diverse 

moments, from the election of political representa-

tives to the daily activities and conceptions about 

the reality that exists. Citizenship is the process of 

constant reconstruction. To be a citizen is to have 

the right to life, liberty, property, equality before 

the law: civil and political rights do not ensure de-

mocracy without social rights, those that guarantee 

the participation of the individual in the collective 

wealth: the right to education, work, and health. 

When to exercise full citizenship is to have civil, 

political and social rights. It expresses the equality 

of individuals before the law and has an organized 

society, it is the quality of the citizen who can ex-

ercise the set of political and socio-economic rights 

and freedoms of his country, being subject to du-

ties imposed on him. From then on, the basic law 

of the educational of the specific is shown to be 

one of the pillars of society, given that education is 

the effective and complete means of building full 

citizens, in the participation of the national educa-

tion system cited by (Corte Real AG & Babo Soa-

res DC., 2024), officially channels https://

www.ajmcrr.com.  

 

CONCLUSION  

The Constitution of the Republic of Timor-Leste, 

in its article 59. °, assigns to the State the creation 

of a universal public system of basic education, for 

citizens to have access to free access and all have 

the right and duty to be equal. In addition, citizens 

also have the right to cultural enjoyment, as well as 

the duty to preserve, defend and enhance cultural 

heritage. Thus, education is an important pillar to 

contribute to development, and culture is the iden-

tity of the country, the use and customs stored by 

the anticipators in the generation who establish the 

rules that fit the values of culture. The essential 

problem is the impact of culture on education, 

most Timorese youth do not have access to educa-

tion because of culture, that is, the spouse does not 

give the importance of education, so they do not 

support their children for access to education, some 

have money just to do culture because culture is 

more essential for them even though it is a straight 
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practice that is stipulated in our Structure. To build 

our country and our Nation with quality education 

and sustainable training at all levels cited by (Corte 

Real AG & Babo Soares DC., 2024).   
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